
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE  
MEETING AGENDA 

July 27, 2021 
5:00 P.M.  

VIA ZOOM TELECONFERENCE  

  
 

 

 
DUE TO THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA’S DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY – THIS MEETING IS BEING HELD PURSUANT TO 
AUTHORIZATION FROM GOVERNOR NEWSOM’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS – CITY COUNCIL AND COMMISSION MEETINGS 

ARE NO LONGER OPEN TO IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE.  

 

How to Submit Public Comments: 

Written Comments: All comments received before 3:00 pm the day of the meeting will be read 
during the meeting and limited to three minutes.                 

Email comments to dhanham@ci.pinole.ca.us 
Please indicate which item on the agenda you are commenting on in the subject line of your email. 

 

 

To Participate in Public Comment During the Meeting: 

Members of the public may submit a live remote public comment via Zoom video conferencing. Download 
the Zoom mobile app from the Apple Appstore or Google Play. If you are using a desktop computer, you 
can test your connection to Zoom by clicking here. Zoom also allows you to join the meeting by phone. 

From a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android:     

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81921118727 

Webinar ID: 819 2111 8727 

By phone:   +1 (669) 900-6833  or  +1 (253) 215-8782  or  +1 (346) 248-7799    

• Speakers will be asked to provide their name and city of residence, although providing this 
is not required for participation. 

• Each speaker will be afforded up to 3 minutes to speak. 

• Speakers will be muted until their opportunity to provide public comment. 

 

When the Mayor opens the comment period for the item you wish to speak on, please use the 
“raise hand” feature (or press *9 if connecting via telephone) which will alert staff that you have 
a comment to provide. 

 

 

mailto:dhanham@ci.pinole.ca.us
https://www.zoom.us/join
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/MhwdCL9PpghRM8jkcBcTbR?domain=us02web.zoom.us
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WAYS TO WATCH THE MEETING 
 

LIVE ON CHANNEL 26.  The Community TV Channel 26 schedule is published on the city’s website at 
www.ci.pinole.ca.us.   
 
VIDEO-STREAMED LIVE ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE, www.ci.pinole.ca.us.  and remain archived on the site for five 
(5) years. 
 

If none of these options are available to you, or you need assistance with public comment, please 
contact the City Clerk, Heather Iopu at (510) 724-8928 or hiopu@ci.pinole.ca.us . 
 
Americans With Disabilities Act:  In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, if you need 
special assistance to participate in a City Meeting or you need a copy of the agenda, or the agenda packet in an 
appropriate alternative format, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (510) 724-8928.  Notification at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting or time when services are needed will assist the City staff in assuring that reasonable 
arrangements can be made to provide accessibility to the meeting or service. 
 

Note:  Staff reports are available for inspection on the City Website at www.ci.pinole.ca.us.  You may also contact the 
City Clerk via e-mail at hiopu@ci.pinole.ca.us . 

Ralph M. Brown Act.  Gov. Code § 54950.  In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and 
declares that the public commissions, boards and councils and the other public agencies in this 
State exist to aid in the conduct of the people's business.  It is the intent of the law that their 
actions be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly.  The people of this State 
do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies, which serve them.  The people, in delegating 
authority, do not give their public servants the right to decide what is good for the people to know 
and what is not good for them to know.  The people insist on remaining informed so that they may 
retain control over the instruments they have created. 

http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/
http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/
mailto:hiopu@ci.pinole.ca.us
http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/
mailto:hiopu@ci.pinole.ca.us
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1. CALL TO ORDER  

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

3. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD (Public Comments) 
The time limit is 3 minutes and is subject to modification by the Mayor. Individuals may not share or offer 
time to another speaker. PLEASE SEE THE COVERSHEET OF THE AGENDA FOR INSTRUCTIONS 
ON HOW TO SUBMIT PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

4.  PRESENTATION ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION   
 Jonathan Jarvis, Retired Director of the National Park Service 

 
5. DISCUSSION ON PROPOSED HISTORIC PRESERVATION OVERLAY ORDINANCE 
 & OVERLAY MAP  
  
6. REVIEW OF OLD TOWN DESIGN GUIDELINES 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT  

 
 
POSTED: July 23, 2021. 
 

 



Chapter 17.28 Historic Preservation Overlay (HPO) District  

 

17.28.010 Purpose.  

17.28.020 Cultural Resources Definition  

17.28.030 Historic Preservation Overlay (HPO) Designation  

17.28.040 Designation Process 

17.28.050 Determination of Existence of a Cultural Resource 

17.28.060 Special Guidelines for Design Review 

17.28.070 Demolition  

17.28.080 Hardship Exemption  

17.28.080 Applicability  

17.28.100 Public Hearings 

17.28.110 Incentives 

 

17.28.010 Purpose.  

 

The general purpose of the Historic Preservation Overlay (HPO) District is to promote the 

preservation and rehabilitation of historic buildings in Pinole. Historic buildings are those which 

are reminders of past eras, events and persons important in local, state or national history, or 

which provide significant examples of architectural styles of the past, or are unique and 

irreplaceable assets to the City and its neighborhoods. 

 

17.28.020 Cultural Resources Definition  

 

As used in this chapter, “Cultural Resource” means any site, place, building, structure, sign, 

work of art, natural feature or other object with historical, archaeological, cultural, architectural, 

community, aesthetic or artistic heritage significance to the citizens of the City, the State of 

California, or the nation for one of the following reasons: 

 

A.  It embodies distinctive characteristics of style, type, period or method of construction, or 

is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship, or 

 

B.  It contributes to the significance of a historic area being a geographically definable area 

possessing a concentration of historic or scenic properties or thematically related 

grouping of properties or properties which contribute to each other and are unified 

aesthetically by plan or physical development, or 

 

C.  It embodies elements of architectural design, detail materials or craftsmanship that 

represents a significant structural or architectural achievement or innovation; or 

 

D. It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history. 

 

17.28.030 Historic Preservation Overlay (HPO) Designation  
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A.  There is hereby created a Historic Preservation Overlay, which shall be used to designate 

on the City’s Zoning Map properties that are possibly worthy of preservation because of 

the cultural resource(s) located on the property. 

 

B. Permitted and conditional uses, allowable density and development standards for 

properties designated with the Historic Preservation overlay shall the same as is required 

for the underlying zone district, except as otherwise provided for in this Chapter.   

 

17.28.040 Designation Process 

 

A.  The Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission, or City Council may initiate 

proceedings to add the HPO zone designation to a property.  After the process is initiated, 

the Zoning Administrator shall prepare information regarding the cultural resource(s) 

located on the property, as appropriate, and present such information to the Planning 

Commission for consideration.   

 

B. The Planning Commission may recommend to the City Council, after public hearing, the 

inclusion of properties within the HPO zone.  

 

C. The City Council shall consider the recommendation of the Planning Commission and 

may, after a public hearing, designate by ordinance properties to be included within the 

HPO Zone.  

 

D. A property shall only be included within the HPO zone if the approval findings required 

by Section 17.12.190 for Zoning Code Amendments are made. 

 

17.28.050 Determination of Existence of a Cultural Resource 

 

A. For any project proposed on a property located within the HPO Zone, prior to the 

occurrence of any design review, the Zoning Administrator shall determine whether the 

project would result in changes to a cultural resource on the property.  

 

B. The Zoning Administrator shall notify the applicant of the determination in writing. The 

Zoning Administrator’s decision may be appealed pursuant to Section 17.10.070.  

 

17.28.060 Special Guidelines for Design Review 

 

A. Any proposed project within the HPO Zone that would result in changes to a cultural 

resource on the property shall comply with the Old Town Design Guidelines, as adopted 

and amended by the City Council from time to time.  

 

B. Administrative Design Review or Comprehensive Design Review shall not be approved 

for any project that does not comply with the Own Told Preservation Design Guidelines, 

if the project is subject to such guidelines.  

 

17.28.070 Demolition  



 

No structure on a property located within the HPO Zone shall be demolished unless the Zoning 

Administrator first determines in writing that either:  

 

A. The structures is not a Cultural Resource pursuant to Section 17.28.50; or 

 

B. The structure cannot be feasibly remodeled or rehabilitated in a manner which would 

allow a reasonable use of or return from the property to the property owner. 

 

The Zoning Administrator’s decision may be appealed pursuant to Section 17.10.070.  

 

17.28.080 Hardship Exemption  

  

If the applicant presents facts clearly demonstrating to the satisfaction of the reviewing authority 

that compliance with the Old Town Design Guidelines will work immediate and substantial 

hardship because of conditions peculiar to the particular structure or other feature involved, the 

reviewing authority may approve the application even though it does not meet the standards set 

forth in this Chapter. Nothing herein shall excuse compliance with any other applicable 

requirement of this Code.  

  

17.28.090 Applicability  

 

None of the provisions of this chapter shall prevent any measures of construction, alteration or 

demolition necessary to correct the unsafe or dangerous condition of any structure, other feature, 

or part thereof, where such condition has been declared unsafe or dangerous by the Building 

Official or the Fire Marshal, and where the proposed measures have been declared necessary, by 

such official to correct the condition; provided, however, that only such work as is necessary to 

correct the unsafe or dangerous condition may be performed pursuant to this section.  

 

17.28.100 Public Hearings 

 

Notice of the public hearings required by this chapter shall be given in the same manner as 

required by 17.10.050.  

 

17.28.110 Incentives 

 

The City Council may authorize the following incentives to the owners of  properties located 

within the HPO Zone in order to encourage and facilitate preservation of historic structures:  

 

A. Enact the Mills Tax Act to provide a reduction in property taxes; 

 

B.   Provide rehabilitation grants and low interest loans for facade improvements in the Old 

Alvarado commercial district; and 

 

C.   Provide rehabilitation loans for low and moderate income homeowners. 
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Old Town Design Guidelines 
Updates 3.16.21 

 
1.   The introduction to Section 3 is replaced in its entirety to read as follows:  
 
“The design guidelines which follow are to be used as an advisory tool, except where the  
Municipal Code makes compliance with these guidelines mandatory. The design guidelines are 
intended to further a dialogue between architects, designers, developers and community 
representatives about the appropriateness of specific design proposals.  
 
The design guidelines indicate the design elements that should be present in an architecturally 
compatible Old Town building and focus attention on those design and land use elements that 
encourage a comfortable pedestrian environment. The design guidelines cannot be used as a 
checklist, but require interpretation on the building site and the existing architecture.  
 
The guidelines will be applied through the design review process established by the Municipal 
Code. If there is any inconsistency between these guidelines and the Municipal Code, the 
Municipal Code shall control.”   
 
2. The first sentence of Section 3.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
“Guidelines which employ the word ‘should’ are intended to be mandatory.”  
 
3. The first sentence of Section 4.2(B)(4) on page 15 is amended to read as follows: 
 
“Blank walls or loading areas shall not face public streets.” 
 
4. The first sentence of Section 4.2(C)(2) on page 16 is amended to read as follows:  
 
“New buildings are encouraged to contain three parts: a base, a mid-section, and a top.” 
 
5. The first sentence of Section 4.4(A)(7) on page 25 is amended to read as follows: 
 
“Native and drought resistant plants, shrubs, and trees shall be used.” 
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